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The end of the beginning.  That is one way to view today.  Seven weeks ago, 

we started the Easter season with the resurrection of Jesus.   

All the gospels record the empty tomb and all but Mark record Jesus 

appearing to the disciples and talking with them for some period of 

time after he had risen, but only Luke records the Ascension of Jesus 

on that numerically significant 40th day after Easter. 

In fact, he recorded it at both the end of his gospel and then again at the 

beginning of his second book, the Acts of the Apostles, as we heard 

last week.   

Now 10 days after the Ascension we have Pentecost and in our liturgical 

year this ends the Easter season.  And yet, as that story ends, it is only 

the beginning of the Christian faith, which is why we often say today 

is the “birthday of the church.” 

While the Jews would have called it “Pentecost” in Greek, in Hebrew the 

day was known as “Shavuot.”  [sha-VOHUT], which literally means 

“weeks.”  It was a harvest feast that also came to be known and 

celebrated as the day on which the Torah was revealed by God to the 

Israelites at Mount Sinai. 

So, the disciples of Jesus—and all the devout Jews from every nation under 

heaven—were in Jerusalem for this celebration. 

And while on this day, the Jews celebrated the word of God written on 

stone, for the Jesus followers, they were finding being filled with the 

word of God in spirit and speaking in different languages so that all 

the Jews from different countries could understand them. 

 But exactly is this “Spirit”?  In Acts the Spirit is the power of God, the 

mighty burning wind that blows the church into new and unexpected 
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places of ministry.  In this case, it is all 120 disciples present that day 

becoming apostles.  No longer students but now prophets for the 

Lord.  But that is only the beginning.  By the end of the day, 3000 

more will be baptized and join the movement. 

But that expansion is still linear.  I mean, more and more Jews are 

becoming followers of Jesus as the Jewish Messiah. 

Later in Acts, as we heard a few weeks ago, the Spirit will blow the church 

into an expanded direction and accepting the formerly despised 

Samaritans.  Then, even more unthinkable, expand to include 

Gentiles—non-Jewish people.  Worse, God will say they don’t have to 

become Jewish to become followers of Christ. 

The Spirit continues to blow and expanding the circle.  It gets so bad that 

anyone who wants to join can—male or female, Jew or Greek, slave or 

free, rich or poor.  As Paul says in today’s passage from Romans, “For 

all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.” 

But we do not do it alone.  As he further writes, “it is that very Spirit 

bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God and if 

children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in 

fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him” 

To get more the dynamic flavor you could translate it as us “co-witnessing 

with our spirit” as “co-heirs with Christ” where we “co-suffer with 

him” so that we may also be “co-glorified with him.” 

In other words, we do this together side-by-side with Christ through the 

Spirit.  We are joined at the hip. 
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Unfortunately, as time went on many were no longer led by the Spirit of 

God, but by the desire of the flesh.  People decided *they* would 

determine who was in and out.  

Thus, we had millennia of “conversion” by the sword as well as an ungodly 

amount of death by the sword between Christian factions, ostensibly 

for theological reasons, but really for political and economic reasons. 

We then extended inhumanity to people of different color, leading to 

centuries of enslavement of Africans and the evolution of racism to 

justify slavery and the horrific mistreatment of people of color to this 

day.  And we expanded that to be people of any color. 

And while there was no concept of sexual orientation in Jesus’ time as we 

understand it today, this became another area of discrimination and 

exclusion in the 20th century that seemed to died down in the 

beginning of the 21st century only to come back with a vengeance. 

And now for decades we have had mass shootings in our country with 

dozens of them at schools and have done virtually nothing about it. 

My daughter was telling me last night that at all their friends’ daycare two-

year-olds are now doing shooting drills.  Two-year-olds are doing 

shooting drills. 

But children having to wear masks during a pandemic where millions died 

or learning about the evils of slavery and Jim Crow or simply knowing 

that there is spectrum of sexual orientation is too traumatic or 

immoral. 

The fundamental message Jesus gave us was to love one another even as he 

loved us.  Any message of fear or hate, any promotion of violence to 

counter violence, any justification of individual rights over 
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community health and safety is not Christian—or at least it’s not 

Christ-like. 

In today’s gospel lesson Jesus tells the disciples whoever believes in him 

will do greater works than him. 

“Greater works” does not necessarily mean more spectacular—I mean, it’s 

hard to top making the blind see or raising someone from the dead.  It 

can mean doing more of.  That is, if you do good works for two or 

more people and they in turn do it for two or more people, then soon 

it will spread throughout the world. 

But we can’t do it alone.  So to enable us to do that Jesus said he would give 

us another that in Greek is called Paraclete. Literally it means “called 

to one’s side” and is translated variously as Advocate, Comforter, or 

Counselor, all of which are true, but you can also say simply, Helper.   

And that seems appropriate from both angles.  God wants our help 

spreading his message of love and salvation by his grace and we need 

God’s help to do so.  So, again, we are joined at the hip with the Holy 

Spirit, called to our side, so that we may share that message in word 

and deed. 

Jesus also said and that whatever you ask in his name he will do it.  You 

could view this as hyperbole, as a parent who says to a child, “I would 

do *anything* for you!”  In a childish way you might respond, “I want 

a million dollars, to be good-looking, and to eat whatever I want 

without getting fat.” 

As Andrew Wakefield writes, “The hyperbole shows the parent's infinite 

love for the child, a love that will seek the good of the child even 

above the parent's own good...The hyperbole is a way of expressing 
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the intimate relationship between loving parent and child--and that 

relationship is not simply about giving and receiving.” 

Today is the end of the Easter season, but the journey continues.  So, in that 

“spirit”, let the Spirit of truth, the Helper, the one called to our side be 

with you, abide in you, and work through you, so that all might see 

and be drawn to God's great and abiding love for all people. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen.   


