The Corner Stone
Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ,
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.
God

SEPT 2022

September 4, 2022 (Labor Day Weekend)
Ecumenical Service at 9:30 a.m. on the Village Green
(or inside at Stone Church with inclement weather)
BRING TWO LAWN CHAIRS
—ONE FOR YOU AND ONE FOR A NEIGHBOR!

WORSHIP RESUMES AT STONE STARTING SEPTEMBER 11 AT 10:30 A.M
September 11, 2022 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost – The Lord’s Supper
Jeremiah 4:11–12, 22–28 The hot wind of God’s judgment blows.
Psalm 14 The Lord looks for those who seek after God.
1 Timothy 1:12–17 Paul expresses gratitude for God’s great mercy.
Luke 15:1–13 Parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin.
Sermon: “Lost and Found” – Pastor Scott Leonard, preaching

September 18, 2022 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 8:18—9:1 There is no balm in Gilead to soothe the prophet’s grief.
Psalm 79:1–9 A plea for God to deliver Israel.
1 Timothy 2:1–7 God wants everyone to be made whole.
Luke 16:1–13 A clever steward develops a clever strategy.
Helen Tracy Preaching

September 25, 2022 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 God’s plan for the redemption of Israel.
Psalm 91:1–6, 14-16 God is our refuge; God is our strength.
1 Timothy 6:6–19 Share all things from the God who gives us enough.
Luke 16:19–31 Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus.
Sermon: “Sufficiently Suffonsified” – Pastor Scott Leonard, preaching
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Do the right thing.
When I was growing up, I loved school. I loved learning. I was engaged and eager to participate.
I wasn’t too far off from Hermione Granger of Harry Potter fame. (Upon reflection, that also
explains a lot about my social life.) I was reasonably bright and a good student. Consequently, I
always wanted to be right, to know more than others. When I was shown to be wrong, either in
what I knew or what I did, I would get defensive. I was well in adulthood before I could begin to
accept my limitations and faults (it continues to be a journey).

After a process I learned four words that when spoken out loud to others were a pivotal point in my
journey. Those words were, “I may be wrong.” I can’t tell you how hard it was for me to choke out those words beyond a
grudging mumble. But by doing so I opened a door, allowing myself to become vulnerable and open to new ideas, new
perspectives, to expand my horizons beyond the current boundaries of my world. It was freeing because when you try to be
perfect, all it takes is one little mistake to show you aren’t. But if you don’t pretend to be perfect, then making (some)
mistakes is no big deal. And you are little more comfortable in yourself.
I then learned three more words that took me to the next level: “Tell me more.” I began to realize that I was not omniscient
and, like the blind men around the elephant, I only had part of the story. If instead of being defensive, I was curious, I could
learn more. Making assumptions and judgments with only what I knew often chastened me. And yet if I opened myself to
hearing from someone else, I could actually better achieve my goal of learning more. You can see a poignant lesson in this
regard in a scene from the AppleTV show, “Ted Lasso.” Ted is an American who knows nothing about soccer but is
recruited to coach an English team. He ends up having a gentlemen’s exchange with the former owner—and ex-husband of
the current owner. You can find it on YouTube at Ted Lasso. Dart Game - YouTube.
Probably the two most humbling words I learned were: “I apologize.” Specifically, not “I’m sorry”, which expresses a
condition about how *I* feel. Whereas “I apologize” is action toward someone else, taking ownership of something I did
that caused offense to someone. At first, I felt very awkward and embarrassed saying it, but sometime in the early part of
this century I started to make it a habit. By taking responsibility right off the bat, it was liberating. I just own what I did,
even it was an inadvertent slight. And it turned out most of the time it wasn’t a big deal, but people appreciated me taking
responsibility. And it humbled me because I could see how often I stumbled and strive to do better.
Perhaps because of my journey, I find it difficult to understand why people are not willing to change their minds when they
learn new facts. None of us thinks the same as we did when we were children, so why do people insist thinking the same
way as they did ten years ago—or even ten minutes ago if they receive truly new information. Both science and faith evolve
over time as we learn new things. It is obvious with science from Aristotle to Galileo to Newton to Einstein.
But faith evolves also. One of the best examples is Simon Peter in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles where God shows
him that it is OK to break bread with Gentiles and even eat as they do because the message of Christ and God’s love goes
beyond eating rituals Peter grew up with and even practiced with Jesus when he walked the earth. And God’s revelations to
us did not stop with the scriptures because he is the God of the living! Otherwise, we become like the Pharisees that Jesus
criticized for the zeal in the letter of the law over the intent and spirit of the law.
Denying facts or justifying hurtful behavior is wrong, particularly when you do it because you don’t want to be wrong. Own
up to your mistakes or mistaken beliefs. Paul did as well as the rest of the apostles; Peter changed his whole belief system.
Using rules and laws to justify your behavior and actions at the expense of others is not the way of Christ; for Jesus, the law
was a means to justice, not judgment. I saw a recent meme on Facebook where Jesus is talking to a group of people holding
Bibles and says, “You use the scriptures to determine what love means. I use love to determine what scripture means.” That
may be the best and most succinct guide to interpreting scripture that I have seen.
So to conclude, that brings me the single most important word—as a verb!—that I learned, that Jesus taught, and that should
be guiding light for all that we do and say: “Love.”

Shalom,
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Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past
Getting to know Deborah Lapoint

Feeling the need to get back to church, Deborah Lapoint arrived at our church a few
weeks ago after several weeks of church shopping and recalls that at last she felt at
“home” when she entered our church. She has been coming ever since and is pleasant to
talk to.
Deb grew up in Utica where her mother, Constance Moran, worked for over 30 years at
the Sears Dept. Store, first at the New Hartford Shopping Center and also when the store
moved to Sangertown Square as a sales lady in the Home Fashions Department. Deb
and her mom were very close and she became a big influence in her life. She passed
away 2 years ago in August 2020. Deb also had a younger sister Kathy who passed
away in Nov. 2013 and has another sister Pam who lives in VA. Deb attended Hughes
elementary school and Utica Free Academy. As a family they attended the First Presbyterian Church. She
sang in the church choir as well as the chorus at UFA. She took two years in music appreciation and also 2
years of music theory. She enjoyed singing in school musicals.
After high school graduation, she was off to Potsdam College where she majored in psychology. “I just
loved to listen to people,” when I asked why she chose psychology. She had met some students from the
Rochester area while at college and they encouraged her to go to the Rochester area before she had finished
her study at Potsdam. She met and married Michael Lapoint, a software engineer in 1983. A son Daniel
was born in 1985 and a daughter, Rachel in 1988. When Rachel was 5 years of age, Deb decided to finish
her education at Brockport State. She graduated in 1998 magna cum laude with both a degree in
psychology and a degree in English with a teaching certification qualifying her for K – 12 when her
children were 10 and 13 years of age at the time.
Determined to be an “at home mom” she always managed to work while the children were in school. She
started out as a substitute teacher and then became a full-time 5th grade teacher at an inner-city Rochester
charter school located in “the heart of the city”. In her second year, she taught 2nd grade.
While their own children were growing up, they attended the Summerville Presbyterian church in
Irondequoit for about 15 years. Deb served as a deacon and also a member of the worship committee.
After her decision to leave teaching, she went into a retail women’s clothing store called “Dress barn.”
Within a year she became a full-time assistant manager until 2010. Her Mom and sister talked her into
returning to Utica. Believe it or not, she was able to transfer to the Dress barn store in Utica at the same
position—just changed locations. When that store closed she worked at Christopher Banks as store
manager from 2016 -2021 when Christopher Banks closed nationwide.

Starting in May of 2022, she now works as the Part-time Administrative Assistant for the NYS
Ombudsman program in RCIL (Resource Ctr. for Independent Living) at the downtown Utica location.
With her friends she has a standing joke that “I have to live to be 100—I still have so many more things in
life I want to do!”

Midge Bakos
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MISSION 2022
As we ended our regular (ie. non-summer) Church activities in June with a summer edition of The Cornerstone, I offered
the following observation:
“We live on a planet beset by turmoil, violence, senseless quests for power and gross disregard for life itself.”
Unfortunately, a lovely summer has not changed behaviors significantly. So, I have had to think a lot about my personal
response to this state of affairs. At one time I chose to basically ignore the inequities surrounding me by consoling myself
that I was doing little things that might offset some of the grossly awful behaviors. I now am sure I should have heard God
laughing at me.
In his June Cornerstone column “The Pastor’s Corner”, Scott offered this observation: “Sending thoughts and prayers but
doing nothing about the situation is hypocritical. God made us stewards of his world and Jesus commanded us to help those
in need-not just pray for them.” I have come to accept that I need to do something more. What I am going to do is let my
voice be heard and use my hands to more work.
When it is appropriate for me to offer an opinion or suggest a response, I am going to do so. This means that I will make
the time to contact my Congressman or offer my opinion to an official. It also means I can offer financial support or offer
to physically do something specific. Are my suggestions and actions going to change the world? Probably not. But as
Christians, it behooves us to decry hatred, bigotry, injustice and dishonesty. We must encourage others to accept and love
all people and to treat all others with compassion and generosity. We must be good stewards of God’s marvelous creation.
And for me I cannot do those things by being silent, by sitting home praying, or by complaining to my friends who think
the same way I do.
Here is what I have done. One of the realities of being more active is locating and choosing an appropriate person to contact. This requires knowledge of who does what where and access to a working postal address or appropriate electronic
contact information. I have worked on gathering this type of information to share with you. While hardly all-encompassing,
what follows is a list of elected and appointed federal, state and local officials and contact information. For persons/
positions not listed, I have tried to provide resources for locating them. I am planning to use this list and am hopeful that
some of you will also find it useful.
Our world is hardly at its best right now and we all should feel compelled to do something to remedy this. So, I will try to
more often act with these words in mind: “God made us stewards of his world and Jesus commanded us to help those in
need-not just pray for them.” (Please see page 9 for contacts)

The Clock is Ticking –RIP Medical Debt Program
Time is running out for you to make your contribution to the RIP Medical Debt program.
The Utica Presbytery’s support of the RIP Medical Debt program that purchases past- due medical debt and then raises funds to
forgive the debtors has been ongoing since the spring of 1922. Because we believe the relief from crippling debt offered through
RIP’s Medical Debt program will have an ongoing positive impact for underserved people of our state, particularly those who
have been denied equitable opportunities, during the June 2022 Stone Church Session meeting , the Session committed to making a financial contribution to the Presbytery’s RIP goal of $31,000. It seems obvious that participation is an appropriate way to
minister to people who have been offered minimal regard for their overall well-being. Therefore, during July and August, Stone
Church members and friends were asked to consider making a clearly marked contribution for the RIP Medical Debt relief program.
As of the week of August 22, we have collected $586.80. If you have made a contribution, thank you for your generosity. And, if
you have procrastinated making a donation, or if you would like to see us offer a bit larger contribution, there’s still time for you
to send a contribution to the Stone Church office. Our RIP contribution check will be sent to the Presbytery in the early part of
September. So, if the ticking clock is reminding you to act, please do so as soon as possible.
Thank you.
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P ag e 5

CHURCH PICNIC OF 2022
What a wonderful time we all had at the Church picnic!! The day was absolutely perfect! The weather even cooperated (as
usual) The little kids and the big “kids” were able to go swimming in the pool. Some just visited and others played Corn
hole. The Corn hole competition got quite competitive!!! We also celebrated Sherry Robinson’s milestone birthday of turning 60 with a special cake for her!
The food was awesome. Everyone that attended must have made their very best dish. Everyone was welcomed with a Pina
colada….then some hors d’oeuvres and then a magnificent buffet of BBQ beef, ham, pizza, several salads, beans and yummy
desserts. Thank you all!!!!
A very special thank you to John and Chris Menard for agreeing to host the picnic at their beautiful home. Everything was
just lovely. We all felt like we were at a resort and didn’t want to leave!! You guys are the BEST!!!!
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:

This month’s wish list includes the following;
SMALL SHAMPOO, SMALL CONDITIONER, RAZORS and LOTION. Any donation
that you designate for food or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact
Ceil Gilbert (315-853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com

THE COUNTRY PANTRY:

With inflation comes higher prices and an increase in
the number of people requiring assistance. The pantry appreciates all donations to help with the
increase in demand. At this time, monetary donations are also beneficial as it increases their
buying ability from distributors. Checks may be placed in the offering plate or mailed directly to
the pantry at PO Box 76, Clinton.

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:

Omavati found sustainability when she joined the talented team of
Dadoo Ceramics in Khurja, India. Eighteen years later, Omavati has become an expert glazer
of ceramics. Now a proud grandmother, this job has brought stability to her family and
supported their education. We can’t guarantee that the Crouching Cat
Planter will keep the mice at bay, but we can guarantee that it will look cute
wherever you put it. These and MANY, MANY more uniquely handcrafted
gift items from 36 different countries can be found at our FAIR TRADE
SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK ROW,
CLINTON from 10am to 4pm every Thursday in the shop, at the
FARMER’S MARKET ON THE VILLAGE GREEN IN CLINTON (during the summer months) and
SECOND SATURDAYS IN THE SHOP. Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair
wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized
people. LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP! Visit us at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or
www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe.

WELCOME BACK LUNCHEON!!!
September, 11, 2022
It is hard to believe that Summer is over and kids are going back to school and people are closing up their
camps etc. We hope you all had a nice Summer and made lots of memories.

Starting September 11th we will be back to our regular services being at 10:30 instead of 9:30. We can all go
back to getting an extra hour sleep!! As we have done in the past we will be having a light lunch after Church
that Sunday. It is time to reconnect with everyone and share stories about our Summer activities. So, save the
date. See you all on the 11th!
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PRAYER REQUEST

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Sue Staring

1 -

Shelly Coe

Danuta

4

-

Alan Tuttle

7

-

Mary Ann Stiefvater

Ewa Lawrence & family
Kristina

16 -

Janice LeFrois

Louise Wrate

17 -

Sarah LaFont

Bob

18 -

Dennis Dewey

19 -

Nicole Schilder

Tim & Debra LaFont

22 -

Deli Rogers

Daniel Kolb and Family

23 -

Tricia Tuttle

Andrew Bering

Bill Owens
Phil Conley

Michael Britton

Ceil Gilbert

Erin Todd

Sue Raitt

Happy Anniversary!!
September
09-02-78 - Dennis & Sue Dewey

Want to see what else is on the calendar?
You don’t have to call the office. Go to
our home web page - stonepres.org, and
click on the “Calendar” tab at the top or
on the calendar icon.

25 -

Samantha Reed

26 -

Elena Schilder

27 -

Emily Hughes

28 -

Sue Rambo

Ann Smallen
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DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS!

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money collected on
those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons.
Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda Rance, Judy
LaGasse, Bev Miller, Mary Chamberlain, & Emily Hughes.

THE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION will be holding our annual HARVEST PIE SALE ON
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH, 2022, FROM 10AM TO 2PM. We would love donations of all
kinds of pies, but the focus will be on apple. We will be featuring our “drive-thru pies” again. We would
appreciate monetary donations, if you are unable to bake. The proceeds from this sale will go to support
our various mission projects. As always, we will be needing help selling the pies, too. For more information, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315-853-8289 or Donna Goodfriend at 315-749-4085. Sign-up sheets will
be available.

The Corner Stone
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An informal guide to elected and public government officials as of August 2022 .
The following information regarding the five internet addresses for Federal, State, County and Local officials was provided to
me by Chelsea Roy of the Kirkland Town Library. You can copy and paste these addresses (all start with https://) into your
browser. Once you have accessed these sites, you will find them very easy to use. You will often have to provide your physical home address, so your specific representative is matched with you, but no other personal data is necessary to utilize these
sites.
Federal Officials & New York State Officials
https://publicreporting.elections.ny.gov/ElectedOfficials/ElectedOfficials
Oneida County Officials
https://www.ocgovboe.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2022-05-06-Oneida-County-Elected-Officials-Report.pdf
Town Of Kirkland Officials
https://townkirkland.digitaltowpath.org:10014/content/Offices
Town Of New Hartford Officials
https://www.townofnewhartfordny.gov/supervisors-office
Village of Clinton:
https://villageclinton.digitaltowpath.org:10037/content
To me, it is vital to have information regarding our Senators and Assemblypersons who represent me in the United States
Senate and Assembly. Here is that specific information, as of August 1, 2022.
Senator Charles (Chuck) Schumer (schumer.senate.gov)
Syracuse Office: 100 S. Clinton St. Rm 841 Syracuse NY 13261 Phone 315-423-5471
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (www.gillibrand.senate.gov)
Syracuse Office : James Hanley Federal Bldg. 100 S. Clinton St. Rm 1470 PO Box 7378 Syracuse, NY 13261 Phone: 315448-0470

I live in the 22nd. Congressional District so my US Assembly Person is Claudia Tenney. You may have a different representative. This person will be easily located on the Federal and NY State officials website listed above.

NEW YORK STATE:
It also may be useful to contact our New York State government officials. Again, the website https://
publicreporting.elections.ny.gov/ElectedOfficials/ElectedOfficials contains complete information. To find your District and
NY State Senator & Assembly person, you also can use these sites:
https://www.nysenate.gov/find-my-senator

https://nyassembly.gov/mem/search/

Space limitations has prevented the inclusion of a more complete list of public officials in this Cornerstone issue. However, a
much more complete list is available in the church office. If you wish to have a copy, please contact Janice and she will make
sure you receive one.

The Corner Stone

P ag e 1 0

DEACONS CORNER
Hymns, Psalms and Spiritual Songs are in our Presbyterian Hymnal (1990 edition). Presbyterians love to sing!! We can recall
words and music of our faith when browsing the index “First
Lines and Common Titles”.
For over a year now our congregation has returned to actively
listening to the prelude and postlude. We want to quiet our minds
and marvel at the artistry of Music Director, G. Roberts Kolb. He
has selected composers and compositions appropriate to the lectionary.
In reviewing a year of bulletin selections, J.S. Bach’s Praeludium
Und Frigato is my favorite.
We are blessed to have a Hook and Hastings organ. Everything
resonates spiritually. Please join us for or Sunday service.

Stone Church has
implemented a new online
giving tool called Givelify
that is also available as an
app on your smart mobile
device. Check it out on our
web page.

LUNCH AND LEARN—September 18, 2022
After the upcoming Labor Day Community ecumenical service on September 4 at the Village
Green, we’ll return on September 11 to worshiping in our Church at 10:30 AM. It will be
nice to return to our traditional services, with both Scott and Rob contributing to our worship
experience.
Another event to look forward to is our first “Lunch and Learn” of the Fall 2022. After worship on Sunday,
September 18, we will have the opportunity to enjoy a special “welcome back” lunch together and to learn
more about Utica’s Office for New Americans program housed in The Center on Bleecker St. Kathleen DeLacy, The Center’s Immigrant Community Navigator who recently spoke to us in July 2022, has accepted our
invitation to return to provide further details about The Center, its relationship with the immigrants selected to
come to the Utica area and how we at Stone Church could provide assistance to ease their way in an unfamiliar
country.
Many of you have expressed a desire to reach out to those who have suffered so much to enjoy an opportunity
to start over by living in the Utica area. We may not know what we specifically can do, but we all seem to feel
called to share God’s grace by offering love and care for others. It will be wonderful to have Kathleen provide
worthwhile and practical options for us.
Please mark your calendars in BIG INDELIBLE LETTERS and plan to attend our September 18th Lunch
and Learn.

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!
Please note that per capita payments for 2022 are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita
charge this year is $41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the
membership roll. The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports
the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope.
Thank you in advance for your help.
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During Pastor Scott Leonard’s time off this summer we were fortunate and grateful to have a some
people fill in, thanks to Donna Goodfriend’s efforts!

It was a joy on 7/17/22 to welcome Kathleen DeLacy and Dan Vellone from The Center to speak
at our worship! They had informative presentation
on how the refugee center and the process works!
Nobody is more vetted than refugees who come to
the U.S. and sobering statistic that <1% of all refugees ever make it out of refugee camps to a country to live in.

On 7/31/22 we were pleased to have the Rev.
Dr. Bob Umidi preach again at Stone. It had
been a while and we welcomed his message
on shared interests as a community of faith—
“sharing is caring.”

We were pleased to have Celia Bogan speak at our 7/24/22 service about the Hope House and the stories of people and their
challenges trying to get by in today's world. We loved their
origin story of going out into the streets and asking those they
saw in need, "What is it that *you* need?" And the responses
being, "a warm meal" and "a place to come into during the
day" (so they could be with other people). Hope House truly
embodies Matthew 25:34-40, "For I was hungry and you gave
me food..."

We are thankful for elders Donna Goodfriend and Mary
Ann Stiefvater serving as worship leaders, together
8/7/22 where Donna also served communion, and Mary
Ann primarily on 8/14/22. We are blessed when our
own church leaders can fill the pulpit!

We are also thankful to have guest organists for July and August while Rob and Lauralyn Kolb
were visiting family out west for most of July and then to England for most of August. We are
grateful for Nancy Ketz for filling in most of July. We were delighted to have our own Bev
Miller fill in for August on the piano! She is a hidden gem!
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor
Cell: 315-723-7420
Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com
Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus
Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb
Office Manager: Janice LeFrois
Sexton: Lee Kelso
Office: 315-853-2933
www.stonepres.org
www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/

Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson
Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos
Treasurer: Christine Menard
Email: stonepres@stonepres.org
www.facebook.com/stonepres

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live
Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. weekdays

Newsletter team:
Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev Miller &
Emily Hughes who have folded, taped and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just for
you!

Please note…
The deadline for the issue of the October
newsletter is Monday, September 19th.

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org.

