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I’ve been behind schedule this week.  And I realized Friday morning that I 

didn’t have the right sermon title.  Fortunately, at that moment Janice, 

our office manager, texted, “Can I roll the presses?”, meaning to print 

the bulletins. 

I replied, “Wait.  Let me give you the right sermon title.” 

An hour later after a meeting I had, I texted her, “No Rest for the Weary, 

parenthetical—or the Wicked.” 

A minute went by <pause>. Then she texted back, “Is this the name of your 

sermon or just stating a fact?” 

I replied, “Exactly.” 

The title is a derived and evolved from a couple of passages in Isaiah 

specifically  

Isaiah 48:22 that says “There is no peace,” says the Lord, “for the wicked.” 

And Isaiah 57:21, “There is no peace, says my God, for the wicked.” 

Those passages are in the context on the promise of God to deliver his 

people from their captivity in Babylon and that he will redeem the 

faithful, but the unrepentant sinners, well, they will, uh, not fare so well.   

In 1574 from a sermon of John Calvin, it was translated as “no rest for the 

wicked.”  So, no “rest in peace” for them, as it were.  More like fire and 

brimstone. 

It made its way into secular metaphorical contexts by the early 1700s.   

By the 1800s it took on a humorous tone conveying that work and 

responsibilities never cease. Originally it was with a tongue-in-cheek 

implication that it’s due to one’s sinful—lazy—ways—kind of like me 

writing my sermons the night before—and this morning. 
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In the 20th century it was soften even further to mean that it just the nature 

of being a modern worker, which led to rise of an alternative form, “No 

rest for the *weary*.” 

Both “no rest for the weary” and “no rest for the wicked” seem to be true 

today.  The challenge is both the wicked and the righteous think the 

other is the wicked and both sides are getting weary fighting the other. 

Paul was facing something analogous.  Paul had founded the churches in 

Galatia and spent much with them.  After he leaves other teachers arrive 

preaching a different “gospel.”  They tell the Galatians, who are 

generally Gentile, that to be in right relationship with God they must be 

circumcised (obviously talking about men).   

They basically wanted to make the Jesus movement a Jewish one, kind of 

bridging two worlds—almost like, “if I had to get circumcised to show 

my faithfulness, so should any new members.”  They were taking pride 

in this, uh, “mark of distinction.”  

Faith and works function throughout Galatians as a kind of dialectic, an 

inseparable pair of opposites no different than how breathing in follows 

breathing out. 

When Paul hears of this, he fires off this letter to the churches in Galatia.  

He says, contrary to this new teaching, the only thing needed to be in 

right relationship with God is faith in Jesus the Anointed.   

Paul does talk about doing good works, but they are an outgrowth and 

evidence of their faith—not the other way around.  Faith and works 

function throughout Galatians as a kind of dialectic, an inseparable pair 

of opposites—no different than how breathing in follows breathing out. 
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A key factor in today’s passage is that our good works are measured by how 

we help others, but, most critically, we judge only ourselves and not 

others.  As verse two says, “Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way 

you will fulfill the law of Christ.”  And then in verse 4, “All must test 

their own work; then that work, rather than their neighbor’s work, will 

become a cause for pride.” 

In other words, don’t judge others in comparison to yourself, but judge 

yourself in comparison to what *you* can do; let God judge others. 

But if you see someone going astray, you are to reach out to them to help 

get them back on track.  You don’t do it, though, by browbeating them.  

You do it as verse one says, “you who have received the Spirit should 

restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness.”   

Can you imagine in today’s world doing anything in a “spirit of gentleness”?  

But in the context of Paul reminding us to love our neighbor as ourself, 

it makes sense.  As Dr. Martin Luther King preached, “Hate cannot 

drive out hate; only love can do that.” 

Paul says in verse 15—in his own hand and not that of the scribe writing for 

him—that “For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; 

but a new creation is everything.”  This is not an integration of two 

groups, but a new way for all God’s people to live together.  Living in the 

new creation in Christ is living the life of love.  We are made right with 

God by faith and thereby are set free to be and to live in a new, 

distinction-free form of life. 

And yet, are we?  Do we experience personal, internal transformation in our 

relationship with Christ—and share that with others? 
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Do we feel more “at one” with Christ, or do we feel a sense rather of “two-

ness” in that relationship?  

Part of the key is what Paul says in verse 14, “May I never boast of anything 

except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been 

crucified to me, and I to the world.” 

Scholars Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic Crossan argue that, for Paul, to 

be crucified to the world means that he has been crucified to “the world 

of imperial normalcy,” the world characterized by “‘domination 

systems,’ societies ruled by a few who used their power, wealth, and 

‘wisdom’ to shape the social system in their own self-interest.” 

The more people enable the world to benefit themselves and their interest 

at the expense of others, the more they are sowing to the flesh and 

therefore, as Paul says in verse 8, will reap corruption of the flesh.  “But 

if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit.” 

As wonderful as that sounds, it is not an easy life.  The wicked, caught up in 

their own zeal of self-righteousness, are not resting from imposing that 

on others.  And these days it can seem as if to resist that is as to resist 

the tide of the sea.  

But it is not futile.  As Paul says in verse 9, “So let us not grow weary in 

doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest-time, if we do not give 

up.” 

In the 2000 years since Paul, the message of “love” has arguably waned 

more than waxed, but it is still here and we are here to witness to that 

life in Christ. 

Such a life needs graciousness, perseverance, a constant cheerful sowing, 

and a refusal to judge who is worthy of help and who not. Such a life 



“No Rest for the Weary (or the Wicked)” 

Sermon – July 3, 2022 Stone Presbyterian Church 

srl  5 

needs the Spirit’s presence surrounding and infusing it. It needs the 

presence of other persons so infused to assist us when we falter.  

Perhaps the best way to fire our imaginations and live in accord with that 

spirit requires us to do the burden bearing more graciously. That is, we 

are privileged to hear one another’s dreams and desires, to continuously 

extend the tables at which we sit, the suppers we call Holy, to make 

room for folk who will see gifts and challenges that surprise us. 

Let me conclude with this quote from St. Teresa of Avila (AH-vee-lah).  She 

was a Spanish noblewoman who was called to convent life in the 

Catholic Church. She was part of the Catholic Reformation in the 16th 

century, author, theologian of the contemplative life and of mental 

prayer. 

This is a charge from her reminding us that now we carry on the ministry 

that Jesus gave us: 

“Christ has no body on earth but yours; no hands but yours; no feet but 

yours. 

Yours are the eyes through which the compassion of Christ looks out to the 

world. 

Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good. 

Yours are the hands with which he is to bless others now.” 

In the name of the God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the 

Sustainer.  Amen.  

 


