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Imagine.  Our national government has just collapsed as the result of an 

invading foreign power. There is no remnant of the military. There is no 

government. The President, First Lady, Cabinet and Congress have all 

been exiled. All of the artists in New York and steel workers in 

Pittsburgh were separated from their families and exiled as well. 

This is somewhat Judah experience during the time of Jeremiah in the 6th 

century BCE.  It’s not entirely the same because Judah was a Jewish 

state; their religion and government were intertwined—though this is 

what some people want with Christianity and our government. 

Thus, their whole identity as a chosen people of God tied to their land, their 

temple, their sovereignty was shattered. 

Jeremiah has been warning them, but the official priests and prophets and 

the king got irate with him about it and even imprisoned him.   

They labeled Jeremiah labeled unpatriotic and disloyal because he spoke of 

a future that was not limited by a myth of exceptionalism. 

The exile didn’t happen all at once with Judah, but in waves over a decade 

from the first exile in 597 BCE to the destruction of Jerusalem and the 

Temple in 587 BCE.  Even then the official prophets said it would only 

be a couple of years, whereas Jeremiah said, “Uh, try like 70 years—one 

and half generations.” 

Jeremiah himself initially stayed in Jerusalem; he wasn’t considered 

important enough to be exiled to Babylon with the rest of the court.  

Eventually the then governor of Judah fled to Egypt dragging Jeremiah 

and others along with him. 

Jeremiah probably died about 570 BCE. According to a tradition that is 

preserved in extrabiblical sources, he was stoned to death by his 
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exasperated fellow countrymen in Egypt as he continued to rebuke his 

fellow exiles. 

Imagine—Jeremiah started his prophet career in the 13th year of the great 

King Josiah.  As 2 Kings 23:25 says, “Neither before nor after Josiah 

was there a king like him who turned to the LORD as he did—with all his 

heart and with all his soul and with all his strength, in accordance with 

all the Law of Moses.”  Though to be fair, 2 Kings also said the same 

thing about his great-grandfather King Hezekiah.  But only those two. 

Josiah made many reforms and cleaned things up a lot and Judah was 

riding high spiritually and politically.  Unfortunately, his successors did 

not maintain that and the regional political situation also changed. 

Jeremiah literally went from the highest of the highs to the lowest of the 

lows.  And worse, he *knew* it was going to happen, preached against it 

to no avail, died in a foreign country killed by his own countrymen, and 

never saw the end of the exile. 

So if you ever get frustrated with religion and politics or not thinking you 

make a difference in your life, be grateful you weren’t Jeremiah.  I don’t 

think there is person in bible I feel sorrier for than Jeremiah.  If God 

ever calls you to be a prophet just say, “OK, but please, don’t let it be like 

Jeremiah.” 

And yet.  Despite all that happened to him, Jeremiah remained faithful and 

hopeful and tried to instill that in others.  Even as he and his country 

and people were going from the top of the heap to bottom of the rubble, 

he continued to preach the message of God, though he must have 

thought at times he was preaching to the wind.   
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As we heard a couple of weeks ago, in the midst of exile and destruction, 

Jeremiah buys a field as a sign to show his confidence that the Lord will 

redeem them, despite all evidence to the contrary. 

In today’s passage, Jeremiah tells the people, in short, to *live*.  That is, 

accept their role in a foreign land while maintaining their faith and 

practices.  No guerilla warfare, no wallowing in self-pity yearning for the 

good-old-days.  Put down roots because virtually none of them will be 

alive when their exile ends, so they might as well live life as best they 

can. 

Jeremiah tells them to pray for their captors and cooperate with them for 

their welfare will be the exiles’ welfare.  The very people that destroyed 

all they knew and all they believed was the core of their religion.   

Can you imagine us doing this if we were exiled to a foreign land?  Would 

we have that acceptance of our fate coupled with keeping our faith in 

God? 

Yet much good came of this period of exile. Israel wrestled with the God 

questions and learned that worship could happen anywhere, not just in 

the temple. Much of the Hebrew Bible was formed during this period. 

Synagogues became a vital part of the community. 

Jeremiah speaks to us here today, particularly in the U.S.  We have people, 

leaders, and Christians doubling down on a version of Christianity and 

governance they insist maintains the way things used to be and should 

be, though in reality it is the way they want things to be for them. 

They would seize on 2 Timothy with last week’s verses from of “Hold to the 

standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me” and “Guard 

the good treasure entrusted to you” and today’s verse 14, “warn them 
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before God that they are to avoid wrangling over words, which does no 

good but only ruins those who are listening.”  In other words, “We have 

*the* truth.  Don’t argue against us.” 

Like the official prophets in Jeremiah’s time, today’s self-appointed “high 

priests” brook no disagreement, no introspection, no—love.   

For following Jesus is not following a doctrine or a particular set of 

practices.  Opening ourselves up see all people as God’s children is not 

relativism or being corrupted by humanist cultural attitudes.  It is being 

like Christ who saw all people as human beings and deserving of love, 

particularly the outcast, the downtrodden, the forgotten.   

I am no prophet and do not know what our future entails.  But I do know 

this.  Even if our church were destroyed, even if we were strangers in 

our own land, even if all seemed lost, God would still be here, still 

reaching out to us, still trying to reconcile with us, working in our hearts 

to have the joy and love of Christ and to share that with others. 

As verses 11 and 12 say in today’s epistle lesson from 2 Timothy, “The 

saying is sure: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; if we 

endure, we will also reign with him.” 

Regardless of what happens as Paul says in verse 8, “Remember Jesus 

Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel.” 

That is the good news: that Christ died for us and rose from the dead so 

that we might have life. 

We are like the lepers in the gospel lesson today.  We have been made clean 

by Jesus.  So watcha gonna do?  Do you go about your life like nine of 

the lepers did?  For while all the lepers were made clean, it was the 

foreigner, the outsider who turned back and gave loud praise to God and 
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thanked Jesus.  It was doing this that enabled him to be made whole, 

not just in body but also in spirit.  Not just being glad he was healed but 

putting God at the center.  That is why Jesus says to him, “Get up and go 

on your way; your faith has made you well.”  Or to say it more literally, 

“Rise up; go forth.  Your faith has saved you.” 

Our faith saves us and so we are to thank and praise God and are also to go 

forth to tell the good news that God loves us—all of us.  And we also 

respond to that love by also loving all, friends and enemies, rich and 

poor, straight and gay, black and white—not being ashamed or quiet 

about it, but proclaiming and living it boldly, rightly explaining that this 

is the word of truth. 

In the name of the God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the 

Sustainer.  Amen. 


