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Belief, faith, trust.   

In the 19th century there was a world-famous tightrope walker called the 

Great Blondin (blahn-din).  He was able to do tightrope walking 

blindfolded, carrying people, doing flips, and more. 

On June 30, 1859 he became the first to cross Niagara Falls and did so a 

few more times over the next couple of weeks.   

On July 15, with President Millard Fillmore in attendance, Blondin told the 

crowds, “I am going to push a wheelbarrow across on the tightrope.  Do 

you believe I can do it?”  After seeing all that he had done previously the 

crowd roared, “Yes!” 

Blondin then walked *backward* to Canada and returned to the U.S. 

pushing a wheelbarrow. 

After the cheers the Great Blondin asked, “Now, anyone willing to sit in the 

wheelbarrow as I push it back along the tightrope?”  The crowd said—

nothing; nobody made a noise. 

The crowds *believed* he could push *someone* across in a wheelbarrow, 

but they didn’t *trust* that it could be *them*.  You could say they 

lacked *faith*. 

Today’s scripture passages deal with faith—and by extension belief and 

trust. 

As we have discussed before (meaning I have talked and you could only sit 

there and nod your head), in the New Testament Greek the word pistis 

can be translated as either faith, belief, or trust and comes from a word 

meaning “be persuaded.”  How we translate it depends on context, but 

it’s important to know that the differences are more nuances rather than 

completely different words. 
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In English, a belief is something a person has confidence is true some basis, 

but not necessarily absolute proof.  In modern parlance there is also a 

component of intellectual assent.  “I believe in God.” 

Faith goes a step further in having a committed belief in something without 

proof, particularly during difficult times.  “I have faith in God.”  So not 

only do you believe, but are committed to it.   

Trust is a little more personal and tends to involve relationships and when 

you place confidence in someone or something.  “I trust in God.” 

Faith is believing that God is who God says God is and that what God can 

do, only God can do. But trust takes things a step further. It is making 

the willful choice to trust that God will do what He promises.  

Simplistically, you could say we believe with our head, have faith with our 

heart, and trust with both. 

In the verses prior to today’s gospel lesson in Luke Jesus admonishes his 

disciples not to cause others to sin or risk worse to yourself.  He also 

commands them to admonish those who do sin, but then forgive them 

when they repent—even if the cycle is repeated over and over.  

Coupled with earlier teachings about sacrifice it is no wonder the disciples 

say, literally, “Add faith to us!”  It seems more than they can bear. 

Jesus, though, responds a bit irritated and hyperbolic.  “If you had faith the 

size of this teeny weeny barely visible mustard seed, you could do things 

that seem impossible.” 

The disciples are asking for the wrong thing. For Jesus, the right kind of 

faith is quality, not quantity.  It’s not how much you have, but what kind 

you have.  It’s not manipulating supernatural forces like literally 
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uprooting a mulberry tree and planting it in the sea, but what you do 

with what you have. 

Faith has less to do with doctrine and more in terms of our steadfast 

devotion to Christ.  That is, it is more than believing in Christ; it is 

responding to Christ.   

To have faith means having our whole way of perceiving and responding to 

life transformed by the abundance of God’s creative justice and power. 

What seems “impossible” for us is “possible” for God. 

Faith is not the miracles of moving mountains, but in the everyday tasks of 

discipleship, the everyday life of loving and forgiving. 

In today’s lesson Jesus conveys that with a slave metaphor. 

Because of our own country’s problematic history of slavery and its 

continuing legacy, the metaphor can sound like a tacit endorsement of 

slavery.   

But in the ancient world, slavery was just a fact of life.  Many sold 

themselves into slavery out of sheer poverty.  Or they were peoples 

conquered by another.  Slavery was based on economic and cultural 

distinctions, not racial as arose during the Enlightenment Era.  This is 

not to suggest that slavery was not still a bad thing or that people 

enjoyed being enslaved. 

But Jesus had followers who undoubtedly owned enslaved people and so he 

uses metaphor they can relate to—but turns it on its head.  Jesus 

essentially says, those who are used to being the masters should see 

themselves as slaves relative to God.  Not so much as being “owned” by 

God, but by being “servants” to God—and for God.  They are not lofty 

masters of their fate, but humble servants of the Lord. 
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 Jesus is suggesting that those who would be leaders of the Jesus movement 

would do best to view themselves as ones who serve—and who do so 

without thought of reward because it is simply what they are supposed 

to do. 

To be honest this is my fundamental belief about the Christian life.  We do 

what we do because that is what we are supposed to do.  It’s like 

breathing and sleeping, drinking and eating. 

That does not mean it has to be drudgery, though!  Any more than drinking 

and eating need to be drudgery.  Serving God by serving others should 

be joyful simply knowing that it is the right thing to do! 

That does not mean it is always easy, particularly when we don’t see a 

favorable outcome to doing a good deed.  But that is where faith and 

trust comes in.  Faith does not increase like magic. It is felt and known 

through lived experience. This can only come through practice, in those 

challenging moments when faith is put to the test, when you move 

forward with a concrete step in the justice-seeking and peacemaking 

way of Jesus, with a discerning heart, regardless of uncertainty, worry, 

or fear. 

Faith is persistence in reaching out to Jesus and trusting in Jesus’ power 

and authority.   

Faith is responding with love to forgiveness received, not letting fear get the 

upper hand, and being willing to take risks that challenge the status 

quo.  

Faith is giving praise to God, having confidence in God’s desire for justice, 

and being willing to ask Jesus for what we need 
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Like Jeremiah lamenting over the fate of Israel, we may also lament and 

fear what is happening not only with our own country but around the 

world, both politically and religiously. 

Paul encouraged Timothy in today’s epistle lesson to maintain his sincere 

faith and act with a spirit of power and of love to hold to the standard of 

teaching in faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  So should we.   

Like the Great Blondin and his wheelbarrow, we can believe in God working 

in our lives, but we must also have faith to commit to God to let God do 

so.  And to trust in God that serving in order to lead, forgiving in order 

to love, and to lose our lives in order to save them is the discipleship 

God calls us to. 

Belief, faith, trust.  All are one and all for the One.  Trust me. 

In the name of the God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  

 


