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“I don’t have time to do it.”  I used to say this a fair amount and I suspect 

some of you may have also.  Certainly, when we were young parents and in 

the beginning middle of our careers we probably said it a lot.  In fact, 

looking back I don’t know how I had time for work, for kids, for civic 

activities—oh, and my wife; I’m always forgetting that part.   

Some years ago, I realized, though, that the statement is not true—except for 

physically impossible things like “count out loud to a trillion” (which 

would take over 30,000 years).  No, when you say, “I don’t have time to do 

it” what you mean is “I have other things that I have placed a higher 

priority or desire to do in the time that I have.”  And that’s not necessarily 

a bad thing. 

When our kids were growing up, while our house was clean and safe, having it 

as a showcase house where we could entertain the Queen at the drop of the 

hat with was way down on the list.  To be honest, it wasn’t even on the list 

because my wife and I wanted to spend our time on the kids and on our 

jobs.  And sleep. 

One thing that is true for everyone in the world is that we all get the same 

86,400 seconds each day.  Doesn’t matter if you’re rich or poor, the clock 

ticks the same for all of us. 

What is different for everyone is what they *do* with that time.  For 

everything you do with your time, *you* decide what to do.  *You* choose.   

Now, the poorer or more ill you are, your choices are more constrained 

because the more your time is consumed with just trying to survive. 

The richer and healthier you are, though, the more options you have. 

You here today, whether in person or online, decided that worship was worth 

almost 10% of your day.  And, in fact, you probably spend additional time 

supporting the missions and activities of our church.   



“Live Rich” 

Sermon – October 30, 2022 Stone Presbyterian Church 

srl  2 

And it is worthwhile for all of us to regularly consider and recommit our time 

to the church as we will do in two weeks on Consecration Sunday.   

Today’s scripture passages also discuss what do with the time we have.   

Today’s passage from the Habakkuk [huh-BAK-uhk] is the only one we hear 

in our three-year lectionary cycle from that prophet’s book. 

The world around Habakkuk is crashing down with God letting the 

Babylonians destroy Israel as a result of the people not keeping the 

covenant with God. 

In the second and third verses Habakkuk wants to know from God: “How long 

shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? and “Why do you make me see 

wrong-doing and look at trouble?” 

Then, using a more literal translation he says, “Destruction and violence are 

before me; strife and contention arise.  So, the law becomes slack 

     and judgment never comes forth.  The wicked surround the righteous -- 

     therefore, judgment comes forth perverted.” 

That was true then, it was true for God’s people in Jesus’ time, and, arguably, 

true today.  So much of “judgment” today is perverted, falling hard on 

those in greatest need and not so much on the rich and powerful, so 

neither not receive “justice” they—or we as a society—deserve.  When will 

God make things right? 

In today’s passage the Lord answers Habakkuk saying:  

“Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it.  

For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does 

not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. 

Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live 

by their faith.” 
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The key words here are “appointed time,” which in Hebrew is one word and is 

used to designate festival times, a time of birth, seasonal migration, and, 

yes, the end time.  

“Appointed time” here means the right time, God’s time, the time in which 

God’s promise -- the vision that all can see -- will come to pass.  

Meanwhile, we are called to wait for it, to continue to keep faith.   

That faith, though does not consist of blind obedience, but rather is a call to 

discernment and dialogue, challenging God and each other because we 

have trust. 

Living by faith, though, does not always produce a comfortable life. In fact, 

discomfort would often seem to be the price of a meaningful life.  And yet, 

it does not mean we live dour lives, but the opposite. 

It means we have a heart that loves God, rather than merely in the blessings 

God gives--of a heart that rejoices in God the giver, rather than merely in 

the gifts of God.  It is a picture of one who knows life will inevitably bring 

low moments. And that these low moments are not signs that God has 

abandoned us. The righteous trust that God will in fact find us in our 

suffering. 

For example, we are not to regret the loss of the church’s status in today’s 

world and attempt to reclaim it, as so many it seems wants the state to do.   

Rather, this is an opportunity to return to our first-century roots, when the 

Christian church held no influence, but rather it was the Christian life—the 

Christ-like life—that influenced others.  

As such, we are to live that life—and actively, not passively.   

One sign of the early church’s commitment was its love for “all the saints,” a 

practice for which they were remembered and a worthy legacy to pass on 
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to future generations, just as we remember today the saints who gone 

before us in our lives and life of the church. 

More than ever, as the church, we need to strive to live as agents of 

reconciliation in a world filled with hate and division. 

Today’s epistle passage says, we have been “marked with the seal of the 

promised Holy Spirit.”  But that does not mean we put it into a storage 

locker until the “appointed time.”  In the interim time as we await our 

redemption, the Spirit guides us to produce fruits of justice and 

righteousness, which are the marks of a true Christian. 

Today’s familiar gospel story is of Zacchaeus, who is short in stature, both 

physically and in eyes of the people, who view him as Roman collaborator 

getting rich off them. 

And yet, it is Jesus who “looks up” to Zacchaeus to have him “come down” 

and then “stand” before the Lord where Zacchaeus says he gives half of his 

possessions to the poor and repays fourfold any he has defrauded. 

Jesus then declares that “salvation has come to this house, because he too is a 

son of Abraham.”  That is, he also is a child of God, which to the pious 

crowd would have been a radical pronouncement. 

Jesus looked up but we as a society keep looking down on the receivers of our 

charity.  Perhaps what Jesus wants is for us to look up to those who are 

climbing the socio-economic locations and ask *them* to come down—

while asking ourselves, are “them” “us”? 

As Zacchaeus learned, you live rich, not by what you accumulate, but what 

you give and what you do for others.  And for that, God says, “Make the 

time.”  In the name of the God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God 

the Sustainer.  Amen. 


