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We live in 110-year-old farmhouse with a standup attic that is practically a 

third floor.  And we have ensured that no space in it goes unfilled, 

despite my wife’s many, hard hours to reverse such a trend over the 

decades. 

And while we dread having to deal with it if we ever have to move, to our 

young grandchildren it is a place of wonder.  When they come over they 

quietly ask, “Nanna, can we go up in the attic?”   

My wife would take them up and they would search all over just looking for 

“treasure.”  More often than not it would involve bringing down 

Christmas garland and shiny decorations—in July.  Or a toy that their 

father or siblings had growing up.   

And while we don’t lack for, uh, “stuff”, much of it, like old mattresses, are 

not of much interest to children, and they have been up there so often 

that we have been tempted to put toys and such in the attic, just so they 

would have something new to find.  Kind of working against ourselves! 

For the kids it is like hunting for treasure.  And we would gladly let them 

take home some of the “treasures” they find—but their parents—seeing 

through fiendish scheme say—“No, leave it here for next time.”   

Funny what we consider is a treasure.  For the kids it was finding 

something unexpected that they could play with in some fashion.  As 

adults we also do our own treasure hunting, such as at flea markets and 

garage sales; one person’s trash is another person’s treasure. 

One thing we all seem to treasure, though, whether we want to do or not, is 

money.  Mostly because it is essentially impossible to get by in today’s 

world without it.  While we all need money, how much we need and 

what we do it with it is a matter of choice, though the more money you 

have, the more choices you have and vice versa. 
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In today’s Old Testament lesson God is telling the leaders and people of 

Judah not to despair they no longer have the glorious temple that 

Solomon built, but get to work on rebuilding from the rubble the one 

they have.   

Now that might seem a bit tone deaf as many of the people were still 

struggling even 20 years after being returned from Babylon.  But there 

were also many rich people choosing to spend their money and time on 

other things.   

God tells them all to work on the temple because it will bring the people 

together and give a focus for their faith.  More importantly, God tells 

them he will be with them according to the “promise” he made to them 

on their exodus from Egypt.  The better translation is “covenant”, that 

is, a formal, binding agreement. 

In return Haggai prophesies that the temple will be better than the first.  

And, indeed, this Second Temple is larger and grander, particularly 

when Herod expands it centuries later. 

But this temple is for God.  And all the gold and silver that comes is God’s.  

Not that God wants to hoard all gold for himself, like Scrooge McDuck, 

but rather that it is not for people to hoard—particularly the rich.  That 

is, the gold and silver should be used to serve the Lord and use in ways 

that honor God.   

Today’s passage ends with Lord saying “and in this place I will give 

prosperity”, but the Hebrew word is “shalom”, which is much more than 

mere prosperity.  It means God will give peace, well-being, security, 

wholeness, and restoration. 

That is how we seek to treat the financial donations you make to our church 

and missions and that next week we will ask you to pledge for 2023. 
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One way to view a donation is as an investment or an expense.  That is, is 

donating your money, as well as your time and effort, helping to grow or 

is it simply that will get spent with no real change? 

It’s like if you give teenager money to go to college and they make 

something of themselves that would be an investment.  But if instead 

they go and just party all the time that would be a wasted expense.   

Now “growth” doesn’t have to be in terms of size or number of members.  

It’s more looking at your Return on Investment.  But not how much 

money you’ll get back, like with investing with stocks, but what benefit 

will be realized by all of us making an investment?  Are we spreading 

the good news in in word and deed?  Are we doing justice, loving 

kindness, and walking humbly with God?  Are there better ways of 

doing that? 

Right now we believe the two or three dozen of us from this historic 

building in the heart of the village should continue as a community of 

faith to show God’s love for us through our love for others and each 

other in word and action.  Someday that may change, but for now we do 

what we can with what we have for as long as we can.   

And we do so with confidence in God. 

In today’s epistle lesson the Thessalonians are worried that somehow the 

Second Coming had come and they had missed it.  Paul blames it in part 

on those spreading false information. 

He tells them in verse 15 to “stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that 

you were taught by us.”   

There was clearly a battle between the truth of the gospel and its opponents 

who deal in falsehoods and misinformation.  And we have that same 
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battle among us these days.  So how do you sort it out?  Judge by the 

fruits that people bear.  Where are they focused? 

For Paul—and us—the focus of the believer is the Lord Jesus Christ.  And 

not just in verbally claiming Jesus as your savior, but in embodying 

Jesus in our thoughts and actions and our very lives. 

That means we focus on the love and grace of God in Christ, which 

encourages us in hope and strengthens us in every good deed and word. 

Because for Paul there is neither room for pride in our efforts to improve 

the world, nor despair at the state of the world around us.  For Paul, all 

of this talk about the end times is to encourage us in our security in 

Christ and draw us ever further in the Spirit’s sanctifying work. 

Because the “traditions” that Paul taught were not about the Law or 

following certain rules.  It was about God’s grace and mercy and by 

extension how we show grace and mercy to others. 

Thus, we should beware of those in power who lack humility.   

We should resist the values and ethos of those who claim ultimate power.   

We should call out those who aim is to deceive and mislead. 

We need to be wholeheartedly focused upon the Lord Jesus Christ 

remembering that no matter how far off the “Day of the Lord” is, God 

has given us the resources to remain faithful and hopeful. 

That in the midst of lies and deception, God’s love and mercy will prevail. 

God will comfort and sustain us in Christ so that we might joyfully be the 

bearers of the Good News because God chose us as the first fruits for 

salvation through sanctification by the Spirit.   

And that is something to treasure. 

In the name of the God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the 

Sustainer.  Amen. 


