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On a farm the animals were talking and chicken proudly said,  

“I supply the eggs the farmer has every morning for breakfast.  The animals 

nodded.  Except the pig, who snorted,  

“Well, I supply the bacon.  You’re involved; I’m committed.” 

Many of you have probably heard this business “fable” to illustrate when 

management wants people really committed, not just involved. 

But it is true in most group activities.  Most people are just involved while a 

minority are committed, that is, will do what they can for the enterprise 

to be successful—however success if defined. 

 That’s not necessarily a criticism; if you’re involved in a lot of things you 

can’t be committed to all of them. 

Today’s scripture lessons deal with commitment.  Let’s focus with the most 

troubling one on the surface:  the epistle passage from Paul’s second 

letter to the Thessalonians in chapter 3, particularly verses 10-11 that 

say, “For even when we were with you, we gave you this command:  

 Anyone unwilling to work should not eat.  For we hear that some of you 

are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work.” 

Wow!  That seems counter to other teaching in the New Testament both by 

Jesus and by Paul.  But before people start “proof texting” to “morally” 

support public policies, you really need to understand the context. 

First, this was written to a particular people for a particular issue, not a 

general dictum for universal application. 

As we heard last week in chapter 2, Paul told the believers in Thessalonica 

that they need to stand firm in their faith, just as they have received it.   

In chapter 3 Paul first asks that they pray for him as he spreads the gospel, 

and he again reiterates a prayer that they would continue doing the 
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good they have been instructed to do, directing them to the 

steadfastness of Christ. 

Now in verse 6 Paul tells to “keep away from believers who are living in 

idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us.” 

The Greek word here for “idle” is ataktōs [at-AK-toce] and only appears in 

these lectionary verses.  Outside the New Testament the word means 

“disorderly or irresponsibly” and is often found within the context of 

battle imagery, of men not being ready at their post or ready for the 

fight ahead because of their disorder. 

Thus, some of the people within the Thessalonian community have not 

stayed alert, and slipped into disordered work.  Furthermore, they are 

“busybodies” as we have translated the Greek word periergazomai  

 [per-ee-er-GAD-zom-ahee].  This is the only place the word appears in 

the New Testament and means “to meddle or interfere.”   

Thus, we have folks who are not only refusing to do their work, they are 

meddling in the work of others.  So, who are they and why are they 

acting like this?  Well, we don’t know for sure, but there are few 

reasonable possibilities. 

One is these “disorderly meddlers” are either those who believe Christ was 

coming soon—so why bother doing anything—or those have been led 

astray that the second coming has already occurred, which we heard last 

week that some were worried about.  Thus, they do not need to hold fast 

to what they have been taught because the end is already upon them. 

They are no longer standing at the ready, standing fast in Christ because 

they see no point since Christ has already returned and they missed it. 
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Another possibility is they were preachers or missionaries were coming in 

 and expecting to be supported or actively trying to make a profit.  Today 

we might think of some televangelists. 

A third possibility is that they were wealthy people and thought therefore 

that they have no need to work either because they pay others to do it or 

were formerly wealthy people who gave away resources to the 

community, but now are “coasting” on that gift, ordering others around 

while expecting now to be supported by resources that they still 

consider, in a way, to be their own.  

And there is also the possibility that there are some who came because they 

liked the message but are now taking advantage of the community 

because they are not contributing to it as they could but are reaping its 

benefits. 

Whichever of these are the case, Paul tells them in verse 12 to work quietly 

and eat your own bread.  In other words, stop being disruptive in the 

community either by what you say and do—or not do.  Focus on the 

fulfillment of their calling.  That is, work, but the work is for 

righteousness.  To work hard so that the traditions passed on by the 

apostles, based on the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, might 

become a reality within our communities and society. 

Good deeds, not presumption and meddling, ought to come as a response 

to God’s grace. People needing welfare is not the problem. People 

causing chaos in the community is. 

Today’s passage ends with the exhortation, “Do not be weary in doing what 

is right.”  It offers a counterbalance to the idea that “anyone unwilling to 

work should not eat.” Rather than advising us to pursue ways to stop 
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ourselves from helping others in need, or limiting our help only to those 

who prove they deserve it, Paul flips it.  

He ultimately calls on the Thessalonians, and us today along the lines of:  

“Don’t get tired of doing what is right. Don’t get sick of doing good. Keep on 

keeping on in doing good things. Never stop lifting up those around you 

if you can. Don’t ever give up on doing good. Do whatever good you can, 

whenever you can, wherever you can, in whatever ways you can — even 

if you don’t have to.” 

For those who are focused on the end days, rather these days, I ask, “Why?  

What would you do differently if you knew the ‘day of the Lord’ was 

tomorrow?  Your daily life should already reflect your belief through 

your actions as well as your words as you live out your faith fearlessly. 

The gospel is a free gift, but it should produce a life of good works that build 

the community.  God gifts us all to contribute, in Christian freedom and 

mutuality, to the good of all. “In the Lord Jesus,” we owe one another 

our best efforts, doing good work and serving human need out of love 

for one another and our Lord. 

While your financial commitment to this church is important, bringing your 

talent is critical as well as your time.  We are only here today and able to 

do all that we do disproportionate to our size because you are 

committed, not just involved; because you are not disorderly meddlers, 

but joyful workers in the faith, not weary in doing what is right. 

In the name of the God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the 

Sustainer.  Amen. 


