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Should auld acquaintance be forgot 

And never brought to mind? 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot 

And days of auld lang syne? 

Millions of people probably sang those words in the past 24 hours.  They 

are from an old Scottish poem compiled by Robert Burns near the end 

of the 18th century.   

The words auld lang syne literally mean “old long since,” though in practice 

it means “old times, especially times fondly remembered,” as well as 

an “old or long friendship.” It’s from the Scots language, and the 

expression was first recorded a hundred years before Burns used 

them. 

One of the reasons that “Auld Lang Syne” made it into New Year’s Eve lore 

is because of mass media. Many of you will recall Guy Lombardo and 

his band, the Royal Canadians, who played it on radio and television 

ran from 1929 to 1976.  

The first lyrics, “Should auld acquaintance be forgot / And never brought to 

mind?” is a rhetorical question of whether you should forget about 

your old friends. It goes on to talk about reminiscing “for auld lang 

syne,” or for fond memories of old times. The lyric “We’ll tak a cup o’ 

kindness yet” refers to raising a glass as in a toast. 

Here in the States we think of the song as a bit wistful and sad, but in 

Scotland it is a regular celebratory song and sung at weddings, 

funerals, graduations and scout jamborees. 

It's actually for celebrating times and friends that have been together in the 

past and—here’s the important part—will get together again.  If you 

listen to all five verses (and translate the Scottish words), you’d see 
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that it’s not pining away at the past, but affirming the past times and 

friends should *not* be forgotten and that we should continue those 

relationships. 

Today we celebrate Epiphany, which will actually be this Thursday, when 

the Magi—foreigners to the Jews—came to honor Jesus as a king and 

our passage from Isaiah tells us to “Arise, shine; for your light has 

come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.” 

Today is also the first day our secular year so I thought we’d look back at 

some of the things we did as a congregation to remind us what this 

small community of faith has done and for us to look forward to 

2023. 

[Show slide show.] 

This only touched on the most obvious items, but there was so much more 

that we did together and individually showing God’s love for us 

through our love for others.  And that is something not only to 

celebrate, but take as a renewal for us to continue in the New Year. 

For auld lang syne, my dear 

For auld lang syne 

We'll take a cup o' kindness yet 

For auld lang syne  

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen. 


