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Who are you?  If I were to ask you that question, how would you respond?  

If you asked yourself that question, how would you respond?   

Identity is a key aspect of a person.  But identity is a tricky matter. 

In 1955 American psychologists Joseph Luft and Harry Ingham developed a 

model called the Johari Window, a portmanteau or mash-up of their 

first names. [show slide] 

The Johari window model is used to enhance the individual’s perception on 

others. This model is based on two ideas:  

1) trust can be acquired by revealing information about you to others 

and  

2) learning about yourself from their feedbacks.  

Each person is represented by the Johari model through four quadrants or 

window panes. Each of the panes signifies personal information, 

feelings, motivation and whether that information is known or 

unknown to oneself or others in four viewpoints. 

One pane is what is known to you and to others.  Call that your open self.  

For example, maybe you talk a lot, which others and you agree with. 

Another pane is what is known to others but not to you.  Call that your 

blind spot.  For example, maybe in your talking a lot you constantly 

interrupt others, but don’t realize it. 

Another pane is what is known to you, but not others.  Call that your hidden 

self.  For example, maybe you have low self-esteem, but put on false 

bravado to cover it up. 

And finally, there is pane of what neither others or you know about 

yourself.  Call this “the unknown.”  For example, maybe you had a 

childhood trauma that caused the low self-esteem. 



“The Big Reveal” 

Sermon – January 15, 2023 Stone Presbyterian Church 

R0 srl  2 

The Johari model provides a framework to improve self-awareness and 

personal development among individuals when they are in a group.   

By being open to sharing what you have hidden and accepting feedback on 

you blind spots helps to build and strengthen relationships and for 

you to be more authentic, that is who you really are.   

It can also help sometimes to make the unknown-unknown more known to 

you and to others, which can also be facilitated by professional 

coaching or therapists.   

It also requires trust and willingness to be vulnerable, which go hand-in-

hand, to reveal yourself more to others—and to yourself. 

As we journey through these ordered Sundays after Epiphany—the 

manifestation or revealing of Christ to the world—our lectionary turns 

to passages that reveal God’s plans and who Jesus is to lead us into 

deeper discipleship. 

Today’s Old Testament passage from Isaiah 49 is from one of the “servant 

poems.”  In verse 3 God says, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I 

will be glorified.”   

But the verse 4 responses is, “But I said, “I have labored in vain, I have 

spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with 

the LORD, and my reward with my God.” 

The servant stands disbelieving in the face of God’s call because though the 

servant trusts God, it seems the servant’s efforts are vain. 

How often do servants of God do not recognize themselves as such?   

How often do you think you are not a worthy servant of God?   

But fear not.  God calls each of us to be his servant in different ways and to 

different degrees.  God reveals to each us in the Johari Window where 

he knows that which we do not.   



“The Big Reveal” 

Sermon – January 15, 2023 Stone Presbyterian Church 

R0 srl  3 

For example, in verse 6 God reveals,  

“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of 

Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to 

the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”   

That is, God intends not just to restore Israel, but for them to be a beacon to 

the world.  God provides Israel with a new purpose in life, looking 

beyond their own self-interest and seeing their role as being of service 

to the “others”, foreigners.  The long arc of God’s story points toward 

the restoration of all creation.   

God continues to call all people to service, a life of service that extends to 

each of us and integrated into our daily lives, seeking to be of service 

to the “others”, those outside our community. 

What a difference would this outward-looking mentality make if everyone, 

regardless of their own trials and tribulations, sought opportunities to 

serve one another, to open up the doors of happiness by taking care of 

the many others with whom we share the world! 

Today’s epistle lesson touches on that theme as well.  The passage is from 

the beginning of Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth.  Paul had 

founded the church in Corinth who were mostly Gentiles, “others.”  

Paul writes to them later as they were grappling on how to actually 

live as people of God, as believers in Jesus Christ, particularly given 

their pagan backgrounds and the culture they lived in.   

These opening verses are ones of encouragement and reminders of which 

Paul will elaborate in later chapters.  Paul reminds them they are 

sanctified in Christ and should act that way while they—quote—“wait 

for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ” and “that you may be 

blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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The big reveal for the Corinthians is basically, that it is not about “you” (or 

me or us); the focus is on the gifts given by God to do the ministry of 

Christ until he returns. This means we do not have to fear failure; 

after all, it’s not about us—it is about God.  And it is not just about us 

as individuals, but also as a community. 

The purpose of every church is to be a conduit for the powerful grace of God 

in their place and time, to bring fullness of life to their part of the 

creation as they can, revealing what God makes known to us. 

In the gospel lesson from John, a primary motif of these early verses that 

plays throughout this gospel also deals with revealing.  Namely, that 

Jesus is not only an agent through whom God is acting in the world, 

but he is literally God acting in the world; God incarnate. 

John makes the big reveal to the people that which he says God made 

known to him.  Namely, that Jesus is “the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world.”  John further testifies that Jesus *is* the 

Son of God. 

And John does this, even though many of his disciples now leave him to 

follow Jesus, to see who Jesus really is.  Can you believe how much 

self-awareness and humility John had to have to do this?  To testify 

he was just a messenger, kind of a warm-up act for the main event 

and then his time is over. 

The two disciples call Jesus “Rabbi” and “Messiah” but it will be a journey 

for Jesus to reveal what all these titles really mean and for them to 

understand it.  In fact, it is not until the Resurrection will they really 

understand and even then only to learn that was not the end, but 

merely the end of the beginning.  Their journey continued to bring 

that good news to the world while waiting for Christ’s return. 
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And that journey continues today with us as God continues to reveal to us 

not only what it means to be a follower of Christ, but to reveal to us 

that which is unknown to us or even others, the call he has for each of 

us. 

Tomorrow, we honor Martin Luther King, Jr., a man of faith who helped 

reveal to the world the racial injustices that have plagued our nation 

since its inception, where our institutions and society treated people 

as “others”, as unequals simply because their skin was a darker shade, 

failing somehow to see them as fully human, as children of God  

While we likely will never pay the ultimate price that King or the early 

disciples did, we still are called by God to fight the injustices in our 

world even if only the day-to-day incidences we encounter.   

The big reveal is not only opening yourself up and trusting God to reveal to 

you what God would have you do, but, despite doubts that you may 

have, to trust that you can do it knowing that the LORD, who is 

faithful, has chosen you. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen. 
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Susan Staring, friend of Janice LeFrois for past 38 years. 

Susan M. (Haynes) Staring of Mohawk, NY passed away peacefully 

after a courageous battle at Bassett Healthcare in Cooperstown on Tuesday, 

January 10, 2023, with her children by her side.  

She was born on November 14, 1962 in Glens Falls to the late Joseph 

Haynes and Theresa (Etu) Haynes. Susan attended Mohawk Schools and 

later continued her education at HCCC. As a teenager, Sue worked at her 

father’s Harley Davidson shop, where she got to be a master of motorcycles. 

Then she went on to work at Harley Davidson of Utica for 10 years. She was 

a compassionate caregiver at the Herkimer ARC. On October 19, 2002 

Susan married George Staring, a union of 9 years prior to his passing in 

2011. 

Susan was selfless, funny, and caring. She loved spending time with 

her family. Her daughters and her grandchildren were her world. 

She is survived by her beloved daughters, Theresa Staring and her 

fiancé Jon Marquise and Molly Staring; brothers, Joe and Mark Haynes 

and surrogate sister, Janice LeFrois. Susan is also survived by her beloved 

grandchildren Max, Liam, and Oliver as well as several nephews. She was 

predeceased by her parents Joseph and Theresa Haynes, her husband, 

George Staring and her sister, Marie Joiner. 

In keeping with Susan’s wishes there will be no public funeral 

services. 

Her funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the V.J.Iocovozzi 

Funeral Home, Inc 203 Second Ave., Frankfort. 

Expressions of sympathy may be placed on Susan’s online memorial 

page by going to www.iocovozzifuneralhomes.com. 

 

http://www.iocovozzifuneralhomes.com/
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Sarah LaFont, daughter of Tim and Deb LaFont and who baby Nora Rose 

we baptized last June, let me know a couple of weeks ago that Tim’s 

mother, Donna Mae Ely [eel-ee] LaFont passed away in late 

December.  Tim was able to make a trip out to CA to see her shortly 

before she passed away, but Tim’s father, Harold, decided not to hold 

any type of services for her.   

Now Tim’s father passed away last Sunday. 

While we lift them up in prayer as part of our worship service, at the 

family’s request we plan to have an informal prayer service for them 

after worship. 

Anyone is welcomed to attend or simply express your condolences at our 

hospitality time. 


